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AND  THE  MIGRATORY  BIRD  TREATIES 

Compiled  in  Branch  of  Management  and  Enforcement 
Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 

FEDERAL  ACTS  AND  TREATIES  RELATING  TO  SPORT  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE 

The  following  Acts,  with  a  brief  description  of  their  provisions,  provide 
the  authority  for  several  of  the  principal  activities  of  the  Bureau  of 
Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife.  This  is  not  a  complete  listing  of  all  the 
Acts  governing  the  functions  of  this  Bureau  in  the  Conservation  of  wild- 
life. The  purpose  of  this  leaflet  is  to  provide  a  ready  reference  to 
those  Federal  conservation  laws  which  are  most  commonly  associated  with 
the  protection  and  management  of  migratory  birds. 

LACEY  ACT  OF  1900,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  667e ,  701;  18  U.S.C.  41-46) 

Authorizes  regulations  for  preservation,  distribution,  introduction, 
and  restoration  of  game  birds  and  other  wild  birds;  regulates  the 
importation  and  the  interstate  transportation  of  wildlife;  author- 
izes collection  and  publication  of  information  on  wild  birds. 

CONVENTION  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN  (CANADA)  FOR 
THE  PROTECTION  OF  MIGRATORY  BIRDS  (1916) 

This  treaty  adopted  a  uniform  system  of  protection  for  certain 
species  of  birds  which  migrate  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada  in  order  to  assure  the  preservation  of  those  species  either 
harmless  or  beneficial  to  man;  sets  certain  dates  for  closed  sea- 
sons on  migratory  game  birds;  prohibits  hunting  of  insectivorous 
birds;  allows  killing  of  birds,  under  permit,  when  injurious  to 
agriculture;  and  provides  for  enactment  of  laws  to  implement  the 
treaty. 

MIGRATORY  BIRD  TREATY  ACT  OF  1918,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  703-711) 

Implements  treaties  with  Great  Britain  and  Mexico  for  protection 

of  migratory  birds  whose  welfare  is  a  Federal  responsibility; 

provides  for  regulations  to  control  taking,  selling,  transporting, 

and  importing  of  migratory  birds  and  provides  penalties  for 

violations.  \ 


Individual  leaflets  have  been  prepared  on  the  current  provisions  of  laws 
listed  herein  for  distribution  to  interested  persons. 
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BLACK  BASS  ACT  OF  1926,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  851-856) 

Authorizes  the  regulation  of  interstate  shipments  of   black  bass  and 
other  fish. 

MIGRATORY  BIRD  CONSERVATION  ACT  OF  1929,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  715-715s) 

Authorizes  acquisition,  development,  and  maintenance  of   migratory 
bird  refuges;  cooperation  with  other  agencies  in  conservation;  and 
investigations  and  publications  on  North  American  birds. 

TARIFF  ACT  OF  1930,  as  amended  (19  U.S.C.  Sec.  1001,  par.  1518;  sec.  1527) 

Imposes  import  duties  on  waterfowl  and  regulates  the  importation 
of  certain  birds,  feathers,  and  skins. 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  COORDINATION  ACT  OF  1934,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  661-666c) 

Authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  assist  Federal,  State, 
and  other  agencies  in  developing,  protecting,  rearing,  and  stocking 
fish  and  wildlife  and  in  controlling  losses  thereof;  authorizes  wild- 
life surveys  of   all  Federal  lands  and  surveys  on  the  effect  of  pollu- 
tion; authorizes  surveys  to  prevent  losses  of  and  to  enhance  fish  and 
wildlife  at  water-use  projects  constructed  or  licensed  by  the  Federal 
Government;  authorizes  incorporation  of  conservation  measures  at 
Federal  water-use  projects  and  the  use  of   project  lands  by  Bureau  of 
Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  or  State  fish  and  game  agencies;  author- 
izes appropriations  for  construction  of  facilities,  buildings,  and 
other  improvements  on  areas  acquired  under  this  Act. 

MIGRATORY  BIRD  HUNTING  STAMP  ACT  OF  1934,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  718-718h) 

Requires  certain  waterfowl  hunters  to  possess  a  valid  "duck"  stamp; 
requires  the  use  of  "duck"  stamp  net  revenue  to  acquire  migratory 
bird  refuges  and  waterfowl  production  areas. 

FEDERAL  AID  IN  WILDLIFE  RESTORATION  ACT  OF  1937,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  669-669J) 

Provides  Federal  aid  to  States  in  wildlife  restoration.   Funds  from 
excise  tax  on  sporting  arms  and  ammunition  are  provided  to  States  on 
a  matching  basis  for  wildlife  research,  land  acquisition,  development, 
maintenance,  and  management.   Authorizes  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fish- 
eries and  Wildlife,  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  to  expend  unused 
funds  apportioned  to  the  States  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Migratory  Bird  Conservation  Act. 

CONVENTION  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  AND  THE  UNITED  MEXICAN 
STATES  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OF  MIGRATORY  BIRDS  AND  GAME  MAMMALS  (1937) 

This  treaty  adopted  a  system  for  the  protection  of  certain  migratory 
birds  in  the  United  States  and  Mexico;  allows,  under  regulation, 
the  rational  use  of  certain  migratory  birds;  provides  for  enactment 
of  laws  and  regulations  to  protect  birds  by  establishment  of  closed 
seasons  and  refuge  zones;  prohibits  killing  of  insectivorous  birds, 
except  under  permit  when  harmful  to  agriculture;  provides  for 
enactment  of  regulations  on  transportation  of  game  mammals  across 
United  States-Mexican  border. 


BALD  EAGLE  ACT  OF  1940,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  668-668d) 

Provides  for  protection  of   the  bald  eagle  (the  National  emblem) 
and  the  golden  eagle. 

FEDERAL  AID  IN  FISH  RESTORATION  ACT  OF  1950,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  774-777k) 

Provides  Federal  aid  to  States  in  sport  fish  restoration.   Funds 
from  excise  tax  on  sport  fishing  gear  are  provided  to  States  on  a 
matching  basis  for  sport  fisheries  research,  land  and  water  acqui- 
sition, development,  maintenance,  and  management;  authorizes  the 
Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife,  United  States  Department  of 
the  Interior,  to  expend  unused  funds  apportioned  to  the  States  in 
carrying  out  its  sport  fisheries  research  program, 

WATERFOWL  DEPREDATIONS  CONTROL  ACT  OF  1956,  as  amended  (7  U.S.C.  442-445) 

Authorizes  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  to  use  surplus 
grain  owned  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  in  feeding  waterfowl 
to  prevent  damage  to  farmers'  crops. 

FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  ACT  OF  1956,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  742a-742j) 

Establishes  a  comprehensive  National  fish  and  wildlife  policy; 
establishes  present  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service;  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  provide  continuing  research,  extension, 
and  information  service  and  to  take  any  necessary  steps  to  develop, 
manage,  and  conserve  fish  and  wildlife  resources, 

ACT  OF  SEPTEMBER  15,  1960  (16  U.S.C.  670a-670e) 

Provides  for  participation  by  Departments  of  the  Interior  and 
Defense,  and  State  fish  and  game  agencies  in  planning,  developing, 
and  maintaining  fish  and  wildlife  resources  on  military  reservations 
throughout  the  United  States;  authorizes  a  cooperative  program  for 
the  conservation,  restoration,  and  management  of  migratory  game 
birds  on  such  reservations. 

ACT  OF  AUGUST  17,  1961  (Public  Law  87-152;  75  Stat.  389) 

Authorizes  use  by  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  o£   surplus 
grain  owned  by  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  in  feeding  migratory 
birds  threatened  with  starvation;  authorizes  emergency  use  of  such 
grain  by  State  fish  and  game  agencies  in  feeding  resident  game, 
game  birds,  and  other  resident  wildlife  threatened  with  starvation, 

ACT  OF  OCTOBER  4,  1961  (Public  Law  87-383;  75  Stat.  813) 

Authorizes  appropriation  of  $105  million  for  a  seven-year  period, 
beginning  with  fiscal  year  1962,  for  acquisition  of  wetlands  and 
other  waterfowl  habitat;  funds  to  be  treated  as  an  advance,  without 
interest,  to  migratory  bird  conservation  fund  (16  U,S.C.  718d); 
advance  to  be  repaid  from  duck  stamp  receipts  beginning  with  fiscal 
year  1969, 


FEDERAL  LAWS  RELATING  TO  MARINE  ANIMALS 


ACT  OF  AUGUST  15,  1914,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  781-785) 

Regulates  the  taking  or  catching  of  sponges  in  the  waters  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  Straits  of  Florida  outside  of  State  jurisdiction; 
also  regulates  the  landing,  delivering,  curing,  selling,  or  posses- 
sion of  sponges;  sets  minimum  wet  size  of  sponges  allowed  to  be 
taken,  landed,  delivered,  cured,  sold,  or  processed  at  five  inches 
maximum  diameter;  provides  maximum  fine  of  $500.00  and  a  lien 
against  vessel  used  in  committing  violation;  vests  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  with  responsibility  for  enforcing  the  Act  and  authorizes 
him  to  request  the  use  of  Coast  Guard  craft  and  employees  of 
Customs  Service  to  assist  in  enforcement. 

FUR  SEAL  ACT  OF  1944,  as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  631a-631q;  48  U.S.C.  220) 

Authorizes  the  management  of  the  fur  seal  herd  on  the  Pribilof  or 
other  islands  and  the  conduct  of  sealing  and  sea  otter  operations 
and  disposal  of  products  and  the  production  of  by-products;  construc- 
tion and  maintenance  of  buildings  and  facilities;  establishment  of 
supply  depots  and  furnishing  of  food,  shelter,  fuel,  clothing,  and 
other  necessities  of  life  to  native  inhabitants,  including  education; 
cooperation  with  other  Federal  agencies  and  other  governments  party 
to  the  fur  seal  agreement. 

WHALING  CONVENTION  ACT  OF  1949  (16  U.S.C.  916-916L) 

Provides  for  the  licensing,  the  enforcement  of  regulations,  and 
research  to  assist  the  International  Whaling  Commission  established 
by  Internationa;l  Convention  for  the  Regulation  of   Whaling. 


Created  in  1849,  the  Department  of  the  Interior—America's  Department  of  Natural  Resources—is 
concerned  with  the  management,  conservation,  and  development  of  the  Notion's  water,  fish  wild- 
life, mineral,  forest,  and  park  and  recreational  resources.  It  also  has  major  responsibilities  for 
Indian  and  Territorial   affairs. 

As  the  Nation's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department  works  to  assure  that  nonre- 
newable resources  are  developed  and  used  wisely,  that  park  and  recreational  resources  are  con- 
served for  the  future,  and  that  renewable  resources  make  their  full  contribution  to  the  progress, 
prosperity,   and    security   of  the   United  States— now  and   in  the  future. 
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